
 
 

Information About Authors: Cannell Library 
 

Book Catalog (WebPac) 
 
To find a book about a specific author choose subject and type the author’s last name, last 
name first (i.e. Steinbeck, John). 

 
Reference Books 
 
General Reference Sources 
 

**Literature Resource Center** online.  Biographies, bibliographies and critical analyses 
of authors. Includes information from many of the print series listed below.  See InfoTrac 
from Library Web page (www.clark.edu/Library). 

 Contemporary Authors (Ref Z1224.C6) 
 Contemporary Authors: Autobiography Series (Ref PN453.C63) 
 Contemporary Authors: New Revision Series (Ref Z1224.C62) 

A good starting point for information on authors who have gained prominence in the last 
20 years.  Extensive and recent biographies are included with each author. Begin by 
using the Contemporary Authors Cumulative Index 

 (Ref Z1224.C6 and Ref Z1224.C62). 
 
 Dictionary of Literary Biography (Ref PS21.D5)  This multi-volume series devotes  
 each volume to writers of a specific genre or period.  There is a cumulative index in the 
 back of each volume.   
 
American Writers 
 
 American Women Writers (Ref PS147.A4)  5 volumes.  Essays on writers from all  
 periods of American history. 
 
 American Writers (Ref PS129.A55)  Originally 4 volumes, with 6 supplements added. 
 Signed essays on writers from the colonial period to the present. 
 
 Black American Writers Past and Present (Ref Z1229.N39 R87)  2 volumes.  Short 
 biographies of over 2,000 African-American authors, living and deceased. 
 
 Oxford Companion to Women’s Writing in the United States (Ref PS147.O94 1995) 
 Biographies of famous and obscure authors who had an impact in the U.S. 
 
International Writers 
 
 Author’s and Writer’s Who’s Who (Ref Z2011.A91 1960)  English-speaking writers,  
 with some whose works have been translated into English.  Brief profiles. 
 
 British Authors Before 1800: A Biographical Dictionary (Ref PR105.K9 1952) 
 Looks at 650 British writers of both major and minor significance. 
 

http://www.csci.clark.edu/~library/Cannell/webpac-connect2.htm
https://www.clark.edu/cgi-bin/Library/Databases


International Writers continued 
 
 
 British Writers (Ref PR85.B688)  10-volume set.  Includes past and present authors. 
 
 Contemporary Women Poets (Ref PS151.C67 1998)  Women poets from English- 
 speaking countries. 
 
 Companion to African Literatures (Ref PR9340.C5 2000) 
 
 Contemporary Native American Authors (Ref PS153.I52 J87 1997) 
 
 European Authors, 1000-1900 (Ref PN451.K8 1967)  Over 900 brief biographies. 
 
 European Writers: The Twentieth Century (Ref PN501.E9 1983)  Extensive profiles 
 of over 100 authors. 
 
 Greek and Latin Authors: 800 B.C. – A.D. 1000 (Ref PA31.G7)  Good source of  
 information on authors from the classical period. 
 
 Latin American Writers (Ref PQ7081.A1 L37 1989)  3 volumes.  Over 170 signed 
 biographies of authors from the late 1400s through the 1980s. 
 
 Nobel Laureates in Literature: A Biographical Dictionary (Ref 452.P7 1990)   
 Information on every winner through 1988. 
 
 Oxford Companion to Children’s Literature (Ref PN1008.5.C37 1984)  Biographies 
 of authors and illustrators of children’s books, plus genres of children’s literature. 
 
 Oxford Companion to Irish Literature (Ref PR8706.O88 1996)   
 
 Penguin Companion to Classical, Oriental and African Literature  

(Ref PA31.P4 1971)  A good reference for Asian and African writers, primarily from the 
ancient period. 

 
 World Authors, 1900-1950 (Ref PN451.W674 1996) 

World Authors, 1950-1970 (Ref PN451.W3 1975) 
 World Authors, 1970-1975 (Ref PN451.W67 1980) 
 World Authors, 1975-1980 (Ref PN451.W672 1985) 
 World Authors, 1980-1985 (Ref PN451.W672 1991) 
  Biographies, some autobiographical sketches, and photographs of many of 
  the authors. 
 
Other Electronic Resources:  see the Cannell Library web page 
(www.clark.edu/Library) 
 
 Expanded Academic Index. InfoTrac.  Indexes 1,400 refereed journals, many with  
 abstracts and full-text.   
 
 Literature Resource Center. Gale Group.  Covers more than 120,000 writers. 
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