Chinese,
Korean,
Arabic

gain favor

Colleges see more
students pursue these
foreign languages

ByLARRY GORDON
Los Angeles Times

LOS ANGELES — Student
enrollment in Arabic, Korean and
Chinese classes is showing the
fastest growth among foreign
language courses at U.S. colleges,
even though Spanish remains the
most popular by a huge margin, a
new study shows.

The survey of more than 2,500
colleges and universities by the
Modern Language Association,
or MLA, found that enroliment
in Arabic surged by 46 percent
between 2006 and 2009. More U.S.
college students are studying Ara-
bic than Russian, a change that of-
ficials say reflects a shift of interest
from Cold War concerns to current
issues involving the Middle East
and terrorism.

The study of Arabic by young
Americans started to show signifi-
cant growth immediately after the
Sept. 11 attacks in 2001, and its
enrollment has tripled since then,
said Rosemary G. Feal, the MLA’s
executive director. \

“It’s a response to what's going
on in the world,” she said, not-
ing that the same holds true for
arecentincreasein Chinese and
Korean courses and such lesser
studied languages as Hindi and
Punjabi.

Last year, 865,000 U.S. college
students were enrolled in Span-
ish, about four times as many as in
French, its nearest rival, and nine
times the number in German, the
next highest-ranked, the report
said. American Sign Language,
an increasingly popular way for
students to fulfill their language re-
quirements, was next, followed by
Italian, Japanese, Chinese, Arabic,
Latin, Russian, Ancient Greek, Bib-
lical Hebrew, Portuguese, Korean
and Modern Hebrew.

Korean and Chinese grew by the
highest percentage after Arabic,
with about 61,000 U.S. students
studying Chinese, up 18 percent
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Clark College and Wash-
ington State University Van-

| couver have recently added
Chinese to their foreign
| language options.

Winter quarter 2011 will be
the first time Clark College
has offered Chinese for its
students. Several years ago,
Clark did offer Mandarin
Chinese and Arabic through
its Corporate and Continu-
ing Education programs, but
those classes are not sched-
uled for winter quarter,

WSUV currently is wrap-

| ping upits first Chinese
language class. Five students
are enrolled, according to

| Amy Wharton, director of
the College of Liberal Arts.

| Spanish is by far the most

| popular language to study at

| WSUYV, followed by French,
but Chinese is an area of

| emerging interest, Wharton

| said.

| — Mary Ann Albright
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since 2006, and 8,511 enrolled
in Korean classes, up 19 per-
cent, the report shows.
Enrollment in all foreign
language classes on college
and university campuses
increased 6.6 percent over
those three years, generally
- matching overall enrollment
growth at all levels of higher
education. But there are some
troubling signs involving
budget-related cutbacks in
language classes and a tight
job market for faculty.
Particularly worrisome
was a 6.7 percent drop in the
number of graduate students
studying foreign languages
since 2006, a decline that
could affect the pool of future
language teachers, MLA of
ficials said. Feal attributed that
decrease to a trend of colleges
relying more on part-time
language instructors rather

than hiring for full-time and
permanent faculty jobs.

“I think potential gradu-
ate students are not entering
fields in which the probabili-
ties of getting a tenure-track
position are bleak,” said Feal,

a Spanish professor who is on
leave from the State University
of New York at Buffalo.

Nationwide, German and Ital-
ian programs are among those
most affected by cuthacks,
MILA officials said. For exam-
ple, the University of Southern
California announced two years
ago that it would phase out the
study of German as a major,
although it still offers some
classes in the language.

In recent years, many
colleges also have reduced
foreign language graduation
requirements in response
to budget pressures. When
adjusted for overall college
populations, enrollment in
foreign languages is about half
what it was in the mid-1960s,
before an earlier loosening of
curriculum rules, the study
showed.



