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Service technicians Travis Harrison, left, and Cris Birch of Miller’s One Hour Heating & Air Conditioning clean air ducts Thursday ina

northeast Vancouver home.

Conserving energy, creating jobs

Council says efficiency measures will lead to 47,000 positions over 20 years

ByLIBBY TUCKER
Columbian staffwriter

Getting green will put more green in the wallets of
47,000 workers in four Western states over the next 20
years, according to a plan approved by the Northwest
Power and Conservation Council.

The council said up to 3,500 direct jobs will be created in
Oregon, Washington, Idaho and Montana in the next two
decades as energy management companies and utilities
hire technicians to meet demand for energy efficiency ser-
vices. The council predicted that another 43,500 jobs will
be created indirectly over that period as businesses take
advantage of energy cost savings to boost their payrolls.

Demand for power in those four Western states is ex-
pected to increase by 7,000 megawatts by 2030, about the
amount of electricity consumed by more than five cities
the size of Seattle over the course of a year. Up to 85 per-
cent of that demand can be met through conservation ef
forts, according to the council’s plan. Revised every five
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Areas of energy savings 2010-2030 (Measured in megawatts)
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Power plan:

.years, the plan serves as a guide
_for utilities to meet future energy
needs at the lowest possible cost.
. Energy-efficiency measures
are the cheapest option by far,
representing about half the cost
_of building new coal or natural-
gas-fired power plants instead.
Upgrades to homes and appli-
.ances have the most potential for
.savings at 2,600 megawatts, or
A2 percent of the estimated total
.savings of 6,100 megawatts.
. “A lot of this conservation
doesn't come from your utility
over the next 20 years, it comes
~fromdecisions consumersmake,”
said John Harrison, a spokesman
_for the power council.

Harrison said demand for en-
ergy efficiency services should
.increase as consumers replace
_putdated furnaces and remodel
Jheir homes with energy-effi-
cient windows and insulation,
possibly with added incentives
from their utilities.

Additional savings will come
from upgrades to lighting and

_control systems in commercial
_buildings, more efficient con-
sumer electronics, egquipment
and system optimization in in-
.dustrial operations, upgrades to
_utility distribution systems and
improved agricultural systems.

.« Not all of the potential ener-
gy-saving measures are cost-
-effective, however. In all, the
.council estimates about 5,800
megawatts of savings can be
-met, out of the 6,100 megawatts
“of energy efficiency measures
.identified.

Local impact
_ Northwest Natural Gas and

Clark Public Utilities have al-
ready started stepping up en-
ergy efficiency programs in
anticipation of the council’'s new
plan. The conservation budgetis
likely to increase at Clark utili-
ties so it can meet new goals set
by the power council.

“State Initiative 937 mandates
that we achieve all the practical
conservation we can achieve as
identified by the (power) council,”
said Mick Shutt, spokesman for
Clark utilities. “We'll evaluate the
final plan, and at some time it will
g0 to our commission to get ap-
proval of what else we might do.”

The new programs, in com-
bination with stricter building |
codes related to saving energy,
increased business somewhat
last year for Miller's One Hour
Heating and Air-Conditioning in
Vancouver.

“The state of Washington will
start requiring duct sealing as
part of the building code,” said
Sharon Brouillette, a spokes-
woman for Miller's. “It's extra
hours for the workers ... and it
does cost the customer upfront,
but in the long run it saves them
money because theyre not heat-
ing under their house.”

Clark College is also prepar-
ing to help meet work force
needs in the growing energy
efficiency industry with a host-
of new programs in the sector,
including training in weather-
ization, smart-grid technology
and control systems. The power
council's plan reinforces the
school’'s mission to prepare stu-
dents for jobs of the future.

“There will be jobs for our
graduates,” said Rassoul Dast-
mozd, vice president of academ-
ic affairs at Clark College. But,
he cautioned, “we have to be
very careful (about predictions).
When the tire hits the road, we
don't know how many jobs will
actually be created.”




