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Clark College President Bob Knight said in his State of the College speech Thursday that Clark will help drive economic recovery in
Southwest Washington. He also expressed optimism about Clark and other colleges escaping the worst of budget cuts from Olympia. .
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Clark College President Bob Knight greets Mayor Royce Pollard, left — sans the Penguin outfit — following Knight's State of the College

address Thursday.
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“We're going to do what we
did last time (the 1930s): Help
this community come out ofit,”
he said.

* Knight listed several campus
accomplishments and said
progress remains on-tracl, on
several fronts:

H The satellite classroom
campus at the Columbia Tech
Center will open on time this
autumn, with a dedication set
for Clark’s next birthday, Oct. 1.

B An accreditation review
commission is expected to
give its final report soon on
the Clark campus, completing
an exhaustive, two-year self-
evaluation by faculty and staff
members.

The review team has
already highlighted five
commendations for good
service, Knight said. “I am
confident Clark College will
receive full accreditation for
the next 10 years,” he said. ~

® Clark has reason to believe

legislators will agree to pay for: -

design of a new science, math,
technology and engineering
building proposed at the corner

of Fort Vancouver Way and
East Fourth Plain Boulevard.
The STEM classroom building
could open by 2013.

m Atleast 1,000 Clark
students now take classes
online; more than 1,300
local high school students
are enrolled'in Clark’s early-
college-credit Running Start
program; and Clark has
awarded a record $25 million
in financial assistance to more
than 5,000 students, in only
half a year.

Knight said he’s optimistic
that Clark and the state’s
other community colleges can
escape the worst of looming

budget cuts from Olympia.

History shows the schools
play a critical, successful
role in retraining for workers
who lose their jobs, and are
a powerful economic engine.
“That’s an important message
that we'll be taking to our
legislators,” Knight told the
audience.

Afterward, he predicted a
prolonged battle to stave off
cutbacks: “We need to stay on
the Legislature: We don't want
them to mess with us.”

Howarp Buck: 360-735-4515 or
howard buck@columbian.com.




