Camas woman named to Clark College board

Rekah Strong will
begin term as
newest trustee
on Oct. 1

By DanieLLE FrosT
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A Camas resident will
serve as trustee at the
school where her college
education began.

Rekah Strong, who at-
tended Clark for a year
in 1993-94, has recently
been named to its Board
of Trustees by Gov. Chris
Gregoire.

Her term will begin Oct.
1. She will succeed Rhona
Sen Hoss, who has served
as a trustee for 10 years.

“Rekah’s commitment
to community and its suc-
cess makes her a valuable
asset to the board,” said
Gregoire in a press re-
lease. “She cares about the

people she serves and un-
derstands the importance
of a solid foundation in
education. I welcome her to
this new role.”

Clark College President
Robert K. Knight said,
“Rekah Strong is a well-re-
spected leader in the com-
munity. We know that she
will be a great advocate
for our students and Clark
College.”

Strong, who serves as
chief diversity and inclu-
sion officer for Clark Coun-
ty, said she is excited to be
joining the Board of Trust-
ees,

“My personal commit-
ment to the betterment of
my. local community, along
with my desire to utilize
my education, and profes-
sional skills, to further
enhance a respected edu-
cational institution, is the
primary driver for my de-
sire to serve on the Clark
College Board of Trustees,”
she said. “It is a true privi-

lege to serve
on the board of
an institution
who plays such
as pivotal role
in the witality
of this commu-
nity.”

Strong, a 1991
graduate of Lin-
coln High School
in Portland, de-
scribed her expe-
rience at Clark College as
“yery positive.”

“The environment was
perfect for me because
at the time I wasn’t re-
ally sure what I wanted to
do,” she said. “The faculty,
staff, and counselors at
Clark helped me to narrow
down my interest and fo-
cus. I began taking class-
es in criminal justice and
later transferred to PSU
where I obtained my bach-
elor’s in administrative
justice (criminal justice).
Clark laid the foundation
for me, in my quest of con-
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tinued academic
pursuits.”

She is current-
ly continuing
her studies at
Portland State,
pursuing a doe-
torate in social
work.

For more than
a decade, Strong

has worked with
public and private
agencies, developing strat-
egies to improve organiza-
tional cultural humility.

As Clark County’s chief
diversity officer, Strong
leads the county’s efforts
to integrate diversity and
inclusion measures into
policy and practice.

She is currently the com-
mittee chair of the Clark
County Diversity Advisory
Committee and the Clark
County Diversity Steer-
ing Committee. She is
co-chair of the 2012 North-
west Public Employees
Diversity Conference and

serves on the board of We
Reign.

She has been an ac-
tive volunteer for years,
serving as the advisor for
the American Society for
Training and Develop-
ment Cultural Compe-
tency Team, a board mem-
ber and diversity team
chair for the American
Red Cross of Southwest
Washington and a person-
nel committee member for
YWCA Clark County. She
has also served on the Big
Brothers Big Sisters Co-
lumbia Northwest African
American Advisory Com-
mittee, the City of Battle
Ground Diversity Task
Force, and the Portland
State University Social
Justice Committee.

Strong is a recipient of
the 2008 NAACP Diver-
sity Leadership Award,
2009 YWCA Val Joshua
Racial Justice Award,
2009 Delta Woman of Ex-
cellence award for social

justice, and the 2010 Van-
couver Business Journal
Accomplished and Under
40 award.

“] see my role in my pro-
fessional career as a public
servant,” she said. “Those
characteristics will carry
over into my role at Clark
College. I will assistin en-
suring that we as a board
are supporting the institu-
tion in meeting the needs
of our community and
stake holders.

Her leadership efforts
contributed to Clark Coun-
ty's selection as the recipi-
ent of the 2009 National
Association of Counties
Program Award for Diver-
sity and Inclusion and the
2010 Urban Entrepreneurs
Network Community Van-
guard Award.

She and her husband,
Dominique Merriweather,
have six children.



