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Community Education 

Japanese for Beginners 

Instructor: Michiko Anderson 
E-Mail: manderson@clark.edu 

Course Description: 
• Explore Japanese language and culture in this beginner class. Taught by a native 

speaker. 
• Introduction to modern spoken Japanese through oral drills and exercises, and the basic 

grammatical structures. Emphasis on the spoken language, although there will also be 
exposure to the Japanese writing systems to meet practical needs. 

 
Learning Outcomes: As a result of taking this course, students will: 

• Successfully perform basic communicative acts in limited daily situations. 
• Recognize Japanese written forms Hiragana, Katakana, and basic Kanji forms. 
• Have a basic understanding of Japanese cultural norms. 
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Selected Bibliography/Resources: 
Below you will find recommended references and online links to give you more information 
about the topics of this course. If you have a special interest on a topic we discuss, please ask 
me for further references. 

Recommended self-study books 
• Japanese Hiragana and Katakana Made Easy: An Easy Step-By-Step Workbook to Learn 

the Japanese Writing System Lingo Mastery (Author) 
• GENKI I: An Integrated Course in Elementary Japanese (English and Japanese Edition) 

2nd edition 
• GENKI I: An Integrated Course in Elementary Japanese Workbook I [Second Edition] 

(Japanese Edition) (Japanese and English Edition) Paperback – March 17, 2011 English 
Edition by Eri Banno (Author) 

Class Evaluation: Class evaluations are sent by email. Sometimes the email will be delivered 
to your “junk mail,” but we can assure you it’s from Clark College only. Your responses are 
completely anonymous. If you do not see your evaluation immediately after class, look in your 
junk mail and send it to your email address. If you do not receive an evaluation, please email 
Continuingeducation@clark.edu or call 360.992.2939. 

 
Inclement Weather: 
If the College cancels due to icy conditions you can find this on the college website 
www.clark.edu ~ If Community Education concludes that the weather is too hazardous, we may 
also decide to cancel this class. In that case you will receive both a phone call and email. Make 
certain that we have your correct contact information by viewing the class roster. 

Looking for classes? Visit our Community Education webpage: www.clark.edu/cce/ 
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