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Spring 2025 

PACIFIC NW SALMON: UNDERSTANDING THE CRISIS 

Ridgefield facility (7000 Pioneer Street), Room #208 

Instructor: Prof. Kyle Dittmer 

Phone: (503) 731-1314 

E-Mail: kdittmer@clark.edu 

Course Description (Item #42613, Fee $49):   

Dive into the critical challenges facing Pacific Northwest salmon populations.  Explore the 

devastating impact of human activities, climate change, and habitat disruption of these vital 

species.  Discover the ongoing efforts to protect and restore salmon habitats and learn what 

you can do to help safeguard the future of these iconic fish. 

Learning Outcomes:   

● Learn about the factors that affect Salmon over the course of its life-cycle 

● Learn the causes of the decline of Pacific Northwest (PNW) Salmon 

● Learn what actions can be taken to restore the region’s Salmon populations 

 

Course Schedule (Mondays; April 21st, 28th; 1:30 pm to 3:30 pm):   

Week 1: What is the context of Salmon, i.e., "Why is Salmon important to the peoples of the 

Pacific Northwest"?  What are the natural/environmental factors that affect the Salmon and its 

life-cycle? 

Week 2: What are the four major causes for the decline of PNW Salmon in the last 150 years?  

What technical and policy actions can be done to rebuild the Salmon populations in the PNW? 
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Selected Bibliography/Resources:  

● https://plan.critfc.org/ 

Class Evaluation: Class evaluations are sent by email. Sometimes the email will be delivered 

to your “junk mail,” but we can assure you it’s from Clark College only. Your responses are 

completely anonymous. If you do not see your evaluation immediately after class, look in your 

junk mail and send it to your email address. If you do not receive an evaluation, please call 

360.992.2939. 

Inclement Weather:  

If the College cancels due to icy conditions you can find this on the college website: 

www.clark.edu ~ If Community Education concludes that the weather is too hazardous, we may 

also decide to cancel this class.  In that case you will receive both a phone call and email.  Make 

certain that we have your correct contact information by viewing the class roster.  

  

Looking for classes? Visit our Community Education webpage: 

www.clark.edu/cce/ 

http://www.clark.edu/

