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Student in the Program

Meeting was called to order at 12:20 by Ms. Max Smith, Committee Chair, with introductions.
Review of the Minutes of the Previous Meeting:

After reviewing the minutes, a motion was made to approve the minutes as written.  The motion was seconded and unanimously approved.

Agenda:

Professor Gonser said he has a change in the by-laws to discuss.  

Advisory Business:

Ms. Daehn talked about the revised advisory handbook that has been posted on the Advisory Webpage.  Ms. Daehn brought up a few items that were changed in this issue of the handbook.

Ms. Daehn also said that in the future, she will conduct a brief orientation with new members of the committees so she will be asking new members to arrive a few minutes early to the meeting for the orientation.  She hoped to create an online orientation for new members later.

Ms. Daehn also said that the instructional units are working to develop their equipment budgets.  She asked Dean Howard to say a little about the budget.  

Dean Howard said she will need to get a firmer plan established for the program such as what equipment is needed for replacement and what new equipment is needed.  She said she hoped to have all of the divisions prepare an equipment plan for the budget.

New Business:

In the By-Laws, add “students in the program” to the second line with college personnel in Section 6 of Article I.  
A motion was made to approve the above change to Section 6 of Article I of the Diesel Tech By-Laws.  The motion was seconded and unanimously approved.

Enrollment:

Professor Gonser said he has 19 in the second year.  There are 24 in the first year.  A committee member asked what kind of requirements students go through for entry into the program.  Professor Gonser said it is basically first come first served.  Mr. Thomas suggested some kind of entry requirements to weed out students with weaknesses in certain areas.   Mr. Smith said he would like to discuss possible pre-reqs for incoming students at a later meeting.
Foundation Requests:

Professor Gonser discussed the five year Equipment Plan and explained to the committee the priorities of these items.  Professor Gonser said he would like the committee to discuss and approve an equipment plan for the program.  He said he currently has three computers that 20 students share and this is not sufficient. 
A motion was made to accept the priorities of the equipment request as listed.  The 
motion was seconded and unanimously approved.

Priority:

1 Laptops and diagnostic equipment

2 Fluid Recycler

3 Shop tools and equipment

Instructional Techs:

Professor Gonser said he would like a strong statement from the advisory committee members that instructional tech positions are very important to fill as it is important to have instructional techs with the number of students in the program for the students’ safety.  A motion was made that this department needs instructional techs with a maximum ratio of ten students to one tech.  Dean Howard said past instructional techs were coming out of worker retraining budget but that has been cut and hence, has cost the reduction in instructional tech funding.  The motion was seconded and unanimously approved.
Professor Gonser said the college is sending a document to the governor and legislature stating that a 5% cut in the budget would mean losing two CTE program and 10% cut would mean four programs cut and 15% cut would be six programs cut.

Diesel Dogs:

Three students attended the meeting.  Derrick is the chairman of the Diesel Dogs Club.  He said they have “Clean the Highway” a mile stretch on Hwy 14.  The club members also went on a tour of Freightliner plant and another tour of the test facilities.  Trevor said they would like a job fair strictly for the Diesel students.  He said the job fair will get Clark College’s Diesel program out into the community so employers are aware of potential employees.  

Mr. Thomas said he sent an email re NW Diesel Council.  He said that NWDC no longer exits.  What is left of the organization will be dissolved.  

Next Meeting Date:

March 14, 2012 – noon.

Meeting adjourned at 1:40 PM.
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