Clark College
Board of Trustees Regular Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, February 25, 2026
GHL 213 and Zoom
In Attendance
Marilee Scarbrough, Chair 
Suzanne Donaldson, Vice Chair
Jeanne Bennett, Trustee
Cristhian Canseco Juarez, Trustee
Denise Gideon, Trustee
Administrators
Dr. Karin Edwards, President
Dr. Terry Brown, Vice President of Instruction
Sudha Frederick, Vice President of Information Technology
Vanessa Neal, Vice President of the Office of People and Culture
Dr. Sue Orchards, Vice President of Student Affairs
Calen Ouellette, Clark College Foundation Chief Executive Officer
Sabra Sand, Vice President of Operations
Other
Shelley Williams, Assistant Attorney General
Call to Order/Agenda Review 
[bookmark: _Hlk193296148]Chair Scarbrough called the regular Board of Trustees meeting to order at 5:01 p.m.
Public Comment
Clark College



Jane Tesner Kleiner
Robert Weston	
Action Items/Consent Agenda
a. [bookmark: _Hlk169077205]January 28, 2025 -Special Session Minutes
b. January 28, 2025 - Regular Meeting Minutes
c. Board of Trustees Policy 100.B10 and 100.B21 updates
MOTION: Trustee Bennett moved to approve the Consent Agenda. Trustee Donaldson seconded the motion. Clarification was provided regarding the wording of the Board policy updates. The motion carried.


Constituent Reports 
Associated Students of Clark College (ASCC)
Alijah Machida, ASCC President, reported that ASCC continues to focus on student engagement, resource access, and statewide advocacy. He shared that there are currently 18 chartered clubs, an increase of three since the previous report, with six additional clubs in the process of chartering. Mr. Machida reported that the Penguin Pantry has supported 407 unduplicated students and distributed more than 18,000 pounds of food across 956 visits, noting that one-quarter of the students served are new this quarter. He also highlighted the Lunch with the Bosses event on February 5, where 63 students met with members of the Executive Cabinet in small discussion groups. Mr. Machida expressed appreciation for the opportunity to travel to Olympia for a legislative visit.
Washington Public Employees Association (WPEA)
Courtney Braddock, WPEA Stewart, reported that WPEA contract funding has been added to both the House and Senate budgets and is moving through the legislative process. She also noted that Senate Bill 6325, regarding employee compensation for central services funded at 100 percent, is no longer moving forward during the current legislative session. Courtney reported that the February state budget forecast showed higher revenue projections than originally anticipated.
Clark College Association of Higher Education (CCAHE)
No written or oral report.
Student Speaker: Nursing Program
Sharon Kimani and Sandra Johnson, nursing students, shared their experiences in the Clark College nursing program. Their presentation highlighted their educational journeys in the program, the challenges encountered during their studies, and the academic and support resources available to nursing students. They also discussed their plans following graduation.
Reports from the Board Members 
Vice Chair Donaldson
Trustee Donaldson reported that she continues to participate in regular one-on-one meetings with Dr. Edwards and monthly check-in calls with Chair Scarbrough. She attended the Boschma Farms ribbon-cutting ceremony and participated in Trustee Tuesday and the Chair Affinity Group, which is open to Vice Chairs. Trustee Donaldson was appointed to the Washington Community and Technical College American Indian Advisory Board, where she serves on the Tribal Government Relations subcommittee.
Trustee Bennett
Trustee Bennett reported that she attended the ACCT Legislative Summit in Washington, D.C. During the summit, Trustee Bennett and Chair Scarbrough met Patty Murray. She also attended a session of the Penguin Talks Series focused on arts, culture, and heritage in Clark County. She noted that Clark College was recognized during the event for its contributions to arts, culture, and heritage in the community. She also congratulated Dr. Edwards on receiving the Val Joshua Award from the YWCA.
Trustee Gideon 
Trustee Gideon reported that she attended the Board meeting and met with Dr. Edwards during the month.
Trustee Canseco Juarez
Trustee Canseco Juarez reported that he serves on the college’s Budget Committee and noted ongoing communication with the campus regarding potential impacts from the state budget and new allocation models discussed in Olympia. He also participated in legislative meetings in Olympia to advocate for Clark College. He attended a Community Foundation of Southwest Washington event on campus that highlighted the college and its community partnerships. Additionally, he attended the Boys & Girls Club Youth of the Year event and shared that he was invited to return to Washington Elementary School to read to students as part of a literacy event. 
Chair Scarbrough 
Chair Scarbrough reported that she attended a Columbia Writers Series event featuring Joe Sacco and noted strong attendance and engagement. She also attended the ACCT Legislative Summit in Washington, D.C., and highlighted discussions about a federal workforce panel and its potential impact on community colleges. Chair Scarbrough also participated in legislative meetings in Olympia. She noted concerns about legislative proposals that could reduce funding for Running Start, potentially impacting the college’s budget.
Report from the President 
Dr. Edwards reported that legislative proposals related to the state budget and Running Start funding remain a concern, and she encouraged continued advocacy with legislators. She noted that the college is committed to avoiding budget cuts for the 2026–27 academic year, while monitoring potential future impacts from state decisions. Dr. Edwards also highlighted the success of recent campus engagement activities, including Brunch with the Bosses and the NWREC regional conference. She recognized the college’s Phi Theta Kappa chapter for receiving the REACH award for recruitment and student engagement. Dr. Edwards announced that Clark College’s accreditation has been reaffirmed and congratulated the campus community for their work in the accreditation process.
Next Meeting
The next Board of Trustees work session and regular meeting are scheduled for Wednesday, March 18, starting at 3:30 pm.
Adjournment
Chair Scarbrough adjourned the regular meeting at 5:54 p.m.
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