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MINUTES OF THE BUSINESS MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Clark College, District No. 14 

August 27, 2007 
Penguin Student Union Building Room 258 B & C 

 
 
Trustees Present: Rhona Sen Hoss; Addison Jacobs; Sherry Parker, John White 
 
Absent:  Kim Peery 
 
Administrators: Bob Knight, President; Dr. Rassoul Dastmozd, Vice President of 

Instruction; Dr. Rachel Ruiz, Vice President of Student Affairs; Phil Sheehan, Vice 
President of Operations, Candy Bennett, Executive Dean of Planning and 
Advancement; Leann Johnson, Director of Equity and Diversity; Katrina Golder, 
Executive Director of Human Resources; Todd Oldham, Interim Dean of 
Workforce Development and Continuing Education; Barbara Kerr, Executive 
Director of Communications; Dr. Ray Korpi, Dean of Basic Education, English, 
Communications and Humanities; Miles Jackson, Interim Dean of Social Science 
and Fine Arts; Becky Merritt, Eligibility Programs and Advising Support 
Manager; Travis Kibota, Interim Dean of Life Science, Health & Physical 
Education; Ted Kotsakis, Dean of Business & Technology; Jen Grove, 
Administrative Services Operations Manager; Alex Montoya, Dean of Enrollment 
Services; Chanda Kroll, International Recruitment Manager; Carrie Weikel-
Delaplane, Director of Student Life & Multicultural Student Affairs;  Julie Taylor, 
President’s Office; Leigh Kent, President’s Office.   

 
Faculty: Gail Liberman, Dr. Marcia Roi 
 
Staff:  Kate Jacky, Jody Shulnak; Billie Garner. 
 
Others: Bonnie Terada, Assistant Attorney General; Lisa Gibert, Foundation President;  
  Don Mattison 
 
 
I.  CALL TO ORDER 
 
  Chair, Rhona Sen Hoss, called the meeting to order at 5:10  p.m.  
 
 
II.    BUSINESS MEETING 
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A. Review of the Agenda 
 

The agenda was reviewed and accepted as provided in the packet.    Bob Knight stated 
that the President’s Goals under Future Agenda Items should be for 08/09 rather than 
07/08. 

 
 
B.  Statements from the Audience 
  
  There were no statements from the audience. 
 
 
C. Statements and Reports from Board Members 
 

Chair Sen Hoss thanked the board for attending the Board Retreat on August 3.  She 
asked the trustees to review board deliverables over the next month or so. 

 
Trustee Parker announced that she will be serving on the State Trustees’ Association 
Audit Committee.  Their first meeting will be held on Tuesday, September 11. 

 
 
D. Institutional Report 
 

Bob introduced Leigh Kent as his new executive assistant.  He thanked Julie Taylor for 
stepping in as executive assistant during the transition period, for working hard to keep 
things moving, and for doing a wonderful job during that time. 
 
Bob reported that he and Candy Bennett have been meeting with our local legislators 
over the summer; they have met with eight of them so far and there is one more meeting 
left.  Bob and Candy have been taking the legislators on campus tours, providing them 
with updates on the college and answering any questions they might have.  The 
meetings have been very candid and productive and each of them said that they are 
very willing to assist with the pedestrian overpass issues near the Triangle area.   
 
The college completed a walk-through of the Fred Meyer property on Grand Avenue.  
The college is waiting for Fred Meyer to get back to us so that we can do a 90-day due 
diligence. There is not yet have a formal commitment with them, but the college does 
want to see if it is in the interest of both parties to move forward with a purchase.  Fred 
Meyer will be going out to market to see if they can sell the building for their asking 
price, but they will come back to the college to open negotiations again.   
 
Although the college has recently signed a new five-year lease for the Town Plaza 
property, it is possible that the college could conceivably move into the Fred Meyer 
building in three years and sublet Town Plaza for the remainder of that lease.  Part of the 
due diligence will be to see if any of the state agencies in Town Plaza would be willing 
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to move to the Fred Meyer building and help offset the cost of the purchase.  The City of 
Vancouver has also expressed interest in leasing opportunities in that building.  There 
are many options to be discussed during the due diligence period and it will be 
important to determine if the purchase makes sense for the college.   
 
Trustee White attended the recent International Program planning meeting with Hooja 
Kim, Rachel Ruiz, Chanda Kroll, and Erin Morgan.  This is a very exciting time as the 
program moves forward.  There will be a lot of new projects coming out of the program 
and the anticipation of increased enrollment. 
 
 

E. Association Reports 
 
1. AHE – Dr. Marcia Roi  

 
Dr. Roi did not have additions to her report.   
 
Dr. Roi met separately with Bob Knight and Dr. Rassoul Dastmozd in August to discuss 
notebook accreditation.  The committee came out of a bargaining session today, August 
27, and will be talking with membership and the Senate.  Dr. Roi expressed AHE's belief 
that the bargaining process is greatly improved, noting that the committee is pleased 
with its progress. 
 
Salary bargaining is expected to begin on August 29.   Once school is in session, 
discussions will open around the full contract.   
 
There are three open grievances at this time.  Two are awaiting replies and the third is at 
Step Three.   
 
The WPEA and AHE are going to begin attending each other’s meetings this year and 
they also plan to hold some joint meetings.   
 
She attended the WEA Leadership Academy in July.  Riverside Council hired two new 
representatives for this area who will be our liaisons to the Council.  They are also part 
of the bargaining team.   
 
Riverside Council has established a permanent Higher Education position on its 
executive board.  The AHE has also become a member of the Vancouver Chamber of 
Commerce.  Trustee White requested that Dr. Roi please bring back any comments she 
hears concerning Clark as she attends the Chamber meetings.  

 
Trustee White asked for clarification on appropriate procedures for guests to attend 
Senate meetings.  Requests by guests to attend a meeting must be brought to Dr. Roi 
who, in turn, will present the request to the Senate.  The Senate will then consider the 
requests individually.  She indicated that they would be very happy to have anyone at 
the board meeting attend one of their meetings.   
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2. ASCC – Amanda Mayoral and Pat Mehigan 

 
There was no report for the month of August. 
 
 

3. WPEA – Mr. Billie Garner  
 

Billie had no additions to his report.  There was a district meeting in August and their 
annual meeting was held in Yakima this year.  
 
The 2007 job representatives are: 
 
Eugene Carroll 
Billie Garner 
Mark Owsley 
Jean Roniger 
David Sims 
David Stephan 
Jennifer Wheeler 
 
Rose Lasater-Blair has resigned and he thanked her for her service to the college.   
 
Governor Gregoire signed HB 2361 on April 19.  This bill now allows exempt employees 
to choose union representation. 

 
 
F.  College Reports  
 
 1. Instruction – Dr. Rassoul Dastmozd  

 
Rassoul introduced Ted Kotsakis, new Dean of Business & Technology.  He joined 
Clark on July 30.  There were changes in the Health & Sciences Department.  
Kathleen Murphy, Director of Medical Radiography, has been appointed as Interim 
Associate Dean of Allied Health & Health and Physical Education.  She will work 
with Dr. Travis Kibota who will remain as Interim Dean of Math, Physical Sciences, 
Engineering, and Science & Nursing.   
 
Instruction has been hiring tenured faculty this summer and there is now only one 
unfilled position.   
 
Trustee Jacobs asked how many students will be served by the SBCTC Opportunity 
Grant.  It is expected that 45-50 FTEs will be supported by this grant.  Depending 
upon the number of credits being taken by the students, there could be between 75-
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90 students who will be able to take advantage of the grant.  The program promotes 
access to underserved students and establishes a career pathway for them. 
 
Gail Liberman presented a report to the board concerning the establishment of the 
Teaching Learning Center.  She took on the charge of establishing this center a year 
ago.  She acknowledged the faculty for partnering with her on this project and 
sharing their knowledge with her.  She thanked Rassoul for his support and 
assistance.   
 
The TLC’s goal is “student success.”  It also supports the college’s mission and 
strategic plan.  Everything they do is focused on how the program, workshop 
offerings, etc. will help move students towards success.  The TLC conducted 
extensive needs assessments across campus to determine what the needs were and 
what they needed to do in order to meet those needs so that they could focus their 
programming appropriately.  The TLC wanted to create professional development 
programs for faculty to aid them in developing an enriching learning environment 
for the students so that the students could be successful and meet their own goals.  
The TLC focus was really to foster change and a collegial college climate.  She 
outlined the activities the TLC has planned for the academic year to support the 
faculty as well as how they plan to get the word out to the whole campus 
community about learning-centered activities. 
 
Trustee Jacobs asked about “Faculty Squares.”  Gail explained that four instructors 
from different departments get together and observe each other’s class, lab, or 
eLearning site.  They determine from those observation sessions what they could do 
in their own classes.  The Square then comes together again as a group and discusses 
what they have learned from each other that would help make them better 
instructors.  The foundation has offered to support the Squares’ discussion groups. 
 
Bob acknowledged Gail for organizing and implementing the program.  We are 
much farther ahead on it than he had imagined it would be at this time. 

 
 

2. Administrative Services – Mr. Phil Sheehan 
 

Phil had no additions to his report.  He pointed out the construction activities 
currently underway on campus.  The Gaiser renovation is moving along well; the 
Bookstore has moved into their new home and is open for business.  He invited the 
trustees to visit the store and see how well it came out.  The entire project is expected 
to be completed in early Spring 2008.  The O’Connell Sports Center upgrade is 
moving along and the bulk of it should be completed by the time the students 
return.  He thanked the entire Administrative Services staff for all the hard work 
they have been doing all summer long to ensure the project’s success. 
 
Trustee Jacobs asked if the Facilities Master Plan (FMP) is tied to the college’s 
enrollment planning process.  Phil explained that it is; the planning process has been 
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very inclusive and there has been considerable input from Instruction and Student 
Affairs.  The FMP will be distributed to the board prior to the September meeting. 
 
 

3. Student Affairs – Dr. Rachel Ruiz 
 

Rachel had no additions to her report.  She is pleased to report an upward trend in 
enrollment for fall 2007.  There were at least 800 students enrolling in Running Start 
this past week. 
 
She introduced new members of the Student Affairs staff:  Bill Van Deusen, Director 
of Advising & Counseling, will be onsite in September; Chanda Kroll, International 
Recruitment Manager; Carrie Weikel-Delaplane, Director of Student Life and 
Multicultural Student Affairs; Jody Shulnak, Volunteer Program Manager for Service 
Learning.  The Director of Financial Aid position is the final open position in the 
department.  The search has been extended and will stay open until it is filled.   
 
Trustee White nominated Dr. Gil Rodriguez, Vice President of Marketing & Planning 
at Southwest Washington Medical Center (SWMC), to be a member of the 
International Education Committee.  Rachel met with Dr. Rodriguez and he has 
graciously accepted the nomination.   
 
Another committee member, Hooja Kim, is hosting a Korean orchestra group which 
will be visiting Vancouver in September.   She has facilitated a performance by the 
youth orchestra during the college’s Student Welcome Day on September 21 at 1:30 
p.m.  In addition, she will be hosting an event at her home that evening for the 
orchestra and has extended invitations to the board to attend.   
 
Rachel thanked the foundation for facilitating the donation of 400 hamburgers from 
Burgerville for the Welcome Day lunch.  
 
Adult High School Diploma Program (AHDP)—there have been significant 
changes to high school graduation requirements in Washington that will take effect 
with the classes graduating in 2008.  Each community college is required to develop 
a compliance plan outlining how they will address the new requirements.  The 
changes affect students who complete their high school educations at community 
colleges rather than their high schools.  Students under the age of 21 must return to 
their high schools to take the WASL test as part of their graduation requirements; 
students over age 21 will not be required to take this exam, but will be required to 
fulfill the other four requirements. 
 
There are five items required in the compliance plan.  Clark has required two of the 
items to be in force over the past several years, so we are mostly concerned with: 
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Culminating Project—commonly known as the senior project.  The college has to 
develop a way to transcript this project and our committee has come up with a series 
of classes which will satisfy this requirement and are able to be transcripted. 
 
High School and Beyond Plan (HSAB)—completion of one course. 
 
Increased Rigor and College Ready Requirement—students must be eligible to take 
college-level math and English and will test to determine their placement level or 
their need to take additional classes. 
 

4. Human Resources – Ms. Katrina Golder  
 

Katrina reported that much of the summer has been spent recruiting, implementing 
changes to the WPEA contract changes effective July 1, and contract training.   
 
Trustee White asked if there has been any further movement on the Uniform Plan 
and whether they are contracting yet with the unions.  Katrina reported that they 
have not yet contracted but she believes there will be more options for people when 
the Aetna plan goes into effect.  

 
Chair Sen Hoss requested additional data for the hiring done this summer.  She 
would like a report illustrating which positions are new, which are replacements and 
how the ratios of the positions compare with enrollment. 

 
 

5. Planning and Advancement – Ms. Candy Bennett 
 

It is time for the college to start discussions around the legislative agenda for next 
session.  On September 7, the TACTC will be meeting to plan the agenda for 
submission to the SBCTC.  We will pattern our local agenda after the state agenda 
and then add those items that are unique to the college. 

 
Trustee White asked what she has been hearing from our local legislators and what 
the college’s intentions are with respect to the legislator meetings.  Candy indicated 
that the college wanted to thank the delegation for their efforts in support of Clark 
and the entire community college system during the last session.  The legislative 
visits not issue oriented, they were more conversational in tone.   
 
Bob updated them on the capital projects and talked about the significant growth of 
the college.  He also discussed initiatives such as the health and wellness and service 
learning initiatives.  Rep. Richard Curtis will be offering assistance with these as 
time goes on.  Bob also discussed the presidential debate opportunity and the 
legislators all signed a letter in support of the debate.  Each of them offered their 
support on the overpass issue.  At the request of Rep. Fromhold, Bob met with 
Dennis Kampe of the Skills Center.  They will have a follow up meeting later on in 
the fall. 
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Rep. Deb Wallace, Chair of the House Higher Education Committee, had a lengthy 
visit with the executive cabinet and spent a lot of time with her as she is very 
interested in learning as much as she can about the system.  They are planning to 
come back again in October and will be holding a community action forum on 
campus on October 25 in connection with a web dialogue they are having with the 
community. 

 
Candy discussed the Operational Plan for Year 4.  The document represents the plan 
for the 2007/2008 year and reflects the efforts of the entire college.  It is divided into 
each mission imperative and includes items which are pending funding approval.  
As additional funding becomes available, those projects will be undertaken. 

 
Another way being used to measure the strategic plan is through the use of key 
performance indicators.  The benchmarking team developed characteristics and 
indicators in conjunction with the cabinet.  The best way to share this information 
with the board is being developed.  The cabinet will be holding a retreat in October 
and will come back to the board in October with six or seven key performance 
indicators that will be used to move the college forward.   
 
Chair Sen Hoss commented on the presentation that the foundation board received 
on eLearning.  She thought that a condensed version of the presentation might be 
helpful to our trustees. 
 
During the board retreat, the board asked Bob to look at the overall organizational 
structure of the college and a request that he visit community organizations to talk 
about the college.  He reported that he has added these two items to his goals. 

 
 

6. Workforce Development – Mr. Todd Oldham 
 

Todd distributed informational flyers for two new programs being offered by the 
Workforce Development and Continuing Education/Corporate Education 
Department.   He invited the board to attend the Bafá Bafá Cultural Simulation 
workshop on September 27.  The college has been receiving good press recently and 
has also received approval for a concept paper for a small JSP, “Leading Health Care 
and Leading Change.”   The college went live last Thursday for an online enrollment 
system which is a significant step for the program.  It allows online searches of the 
college catalog and secure registration.  There will be modules added to the system 
and he will give an overview of the system at a future board meeting. 

 
Trustee Jacobs noted that local businesses were always looking for information on 
best practices.  To now have this information consolidated and on the new Corporate 
Education website, bestpracticeseries.com, is a wonderful resource and she thanked 
everyone involved with its implementation. 
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7. Communications and Marketing – Ms. Barbara Kerr 
 

Barbara had no additions to her report.  The new logo has been well received.  Bob 
acknowledged Chris Concannon and Erica Schwenneker for their work in getting 
the entire college schedule onto the internet.  The system allows changes and 
adjustments to be made to schedules without the need for paper changes.  It 
streamlines the entire process and makes it much more efficient and will save 
everyone hours of work.  

 
 

8. Clark College Foundation – Ms. Lisa Gibert 
 

Lisa announced the 3rd Annual K-Rod run on September 22.  This year’s sponsors 
include Schering Plough Pharmaceuticals.   
 
Lisa has been appointed to the Estate Planning Council for Southwest Washington.  
She is very pleased to be working with the council and feels it is a great opportunity 
for the foundation to work with them in the realm of planned gifts. 

 
Chair Sen Hoss asked if there has been response on the part of Clark graduates to the 
2007 appeal yet.  Lisa responded that, although the responses have been slow getting 
started, the one first received was from the former ASCC president.  The foundation 
extends complimentary alumni memberships to graduates and the numbers of 
respondents goes up each year.  It is very difficult to find the graduates after they 
move away, so the foundation is making a concerted effort to follow them and keep 
their information current.   

 
 
III.CONSENT AGENDA 
 
 A. First Reading 

Trustee Jacobs moved to have the items under Consent Agenda First Reading moved 
to Consent Agenda action.  Trustee White seconded the motion and the board 
unanimously agreed. 

 
B.  Consent Agenda 

 07/08 Budget 
 Adult High School Diploma 

Minutes from June 25, 2007 Meeting—Page 56, Item C, Paragraph 3, Trustee Parker 
requested to have the phrase, “serve another year as the Vice Chair” edited to read, 
“serve as the Vice Chair.”  Page 57, Item 3, “Student Affairs—Ms. Rachel Ruiz” to be 
edited to read, “Student Affairs—Dr. Rachel Ruiz.”  
 
Trustee Jacobs moved that the Consent Agenda with the two changes noted in the 
June 25, 2007 meeting be approved.  Trustee White seconded the motion and the 
board unanimously agreed. 
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III.   Future Agenda Items 
 
 1. Facility Master Plan (September Work Session) 
 2. President’s 08/09 Goals (September Work Session and carryover to board meeting) 
 3. Capital Budget Requests (October Work Session and carryover to board meeting) 
 4. Real Estate Options (November Work Session) 
 5. Major Fundraising Priorities (December Work Session) 
 
 
IV.  Date and Place of Future Meetings 
 

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Trustees will be held on Monday, 
September 24, 2007 at 5:00 p.m. in the Penguin Union Building Room 258 B & C.   
 
The meeting will be preceded by a work session at 4:00 p.m. 
 
Bob requested that the trustees mark their calendars for September 12, 11:00 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m., which is Opening Day.  He asked that any trustee available please attend. 
 

V. Executive Session 
  
 There was no executive session. 
 
 
VI. Adjournment 
 There being no further business, Chair Sen Hoss adjourned the meeting at 6:40 p.m. 

 
  

              
     __________________________________ 
     Rhona Sen Hoss, Chair 

 Clark College Board of Trustees 
 
 
 
 
 
Leigh Kent, Recorder 
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