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A PLACE IN HISTORY

Good for Clark College in bid to co-sponsor
a 2008 presidential or VP debate

f one of the 2008 presidential

or vice presidential debates

is in Portland next fall, Clark

College rightly will have a

place in the spotlight that

shines on these history-alter-
ing events.

Go to www.debates.org and
then click on “CPD Announces
2008 Debate Host Applicants.” A
list of 16 would-be sponsors and
sites appears, including this joint-
sponsorship entry: “Metropolitan
Exposition Recreation Commis-
sion (MERC), Portland, OR, and
Clark College, Vancouver, WA.”

The bipartisan federal Commis-
sion on Presidential De-
bates is well along on
its process for select-

Center in Portland. As Knight
and Clark boosters envision it,
ancillary events, such as public
forums, would be at Clark in the
days leading up to a debate. Fur-
ther, Clark students would have

a shot at getting tickets to attend
the event or landing jobs as volun-
teers at it, Knight believes.

The Commission on Presiden-
tial Debates has visited the poten-
tial sites and is sifting through
the applications.

It will announce the winners on
either Oct. 15 or Oct. 22. Knight
likes Clark’s chances for three
reasons, all of which sound good

to us:
First, there has
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presidential), Clark
College President Bob
Knight isn’t deluding
himself. He knows the odds of any
given site being picked are only
about one in four. But he likes the
chances that the MERC-Clark ap-
plication will be a winner, and his
enthusiasm is contagious because
his reasons make sense.
But whether the commission
picks MERC-Clark or not when
it meets next month, the school
and its backers in this bid are to
be congratulated for their effort.
Colleges should be supporters of
public discourse on the issues of
our time, be they huge universi-
ties or community colleges.
Actually, Clark’s odds might be
slightly better than one in four.
Knight has heard through the
grapevine that two of the 16 origi-
nal applicants have dropped out.
If the MERC-Clark application
wins a debate slot, the event will
be at the Oregon Convention

University in North

Carolina; Washington

University in St. Louis,
and Centre College in Danville,
Ky.) But there are about 1,200
community colleges nationwide
and this would be a golden oppor-
tunity to represent them.

Third, even though Clark’s role
would be peripheral to Oregon’s,
and debate-night attention would
be focused on the candidates and
the Oregon Convention Center,
Knight figures the MERC-Clark
application will appeal to the
commission because it neverthe-
less involves two states. In fact,
that bistate angle and the chance
to involve a community college
are the reasons MERC contacted
Clark months ago and invited the
Vancouver school to join it in ap-
plying to be a debate sponsor.

“We know its a long shot,”
Knight said Monday. “But if we
don’t get it, maybe we’ll be ready
to try four years later.”



