Gaiser

PREXY—Dr. Paul Gaiser has re-

of Vancouver schools and will serve
full time as president of Clark
Junior College.

é‘?Pr‘e_s.idency
Of College
Fulltime

Dual Role Eschewed;
‘No Successor for
Post Y;et Selected

Dr. Paul F. Gaiser, superinfend-
ent of Vancouver schools since
1934, this morning resigned this
position he has held for the past
18 years and accepted the full-time
aresidency of Clark Junior Col-
ege, it was announced by Horace
)aniels, president of the Vancou-
ser school board.
Doctor Gaiser has, since 1945
had the double responsibility |
Hilling both posts. His resignation

of the district superintendency be-| |

comes effective’ August 31. There
was no disclosure made at this
time of Doctor Gaiser's successor
in this post, the board president|
asserting that the directors had|
|not yet had time to consider who
will head up the district.
Still Available

Under the change it was indicat-
ed by Daniels that Doctor Gaiser
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Quits Supesin

pacity if and when his long experi-
ence with the school system are
considered essential in the con-
sideration of problems.

The board for sometime has been
considering the pecessity of a sec-
ond assistant.even if this change
had not been made, it was said. At
an informal dinner conference last
week between the superintendent
and ‘the directors, Doctor Gaiser
brought out that he felt the groups
should give consideration to the
increasing responsibilities of the
{superintendent of schools. At the
same time he pointed out the

signed his post of superintendent ||

| .|but promised to give the matter
i thought. He revealed, at this time,

will be available in an advisory ca-

|“¢ “The board reacted immediately

growing problems in connection
with the administration of Clark
College. Iyt 3

The hoard members indicated
they: were not surprised that the
district head and college president
felt the double responsibility was
becoming too great. Daniels ob-
served that ‘the dirvectors had
thought for several years that two
administrators. would soon be re-
quired, one for each nosition, as
the duties of each increased in
SCOpe. \

Direectors agreed that they wish
ed to retain the services of Gaiser
i|and asked him whether he would
i|be. interested in taking over the

presidency of the junior college as
a full-time position. L]
Had Other Offers

He made no immediate decision

that he had received offers of oth-
er college positions which he was
giving consideration,

Questioned this morning, Board
President Daniels made this state-
ment: “Doctor Gaiser suggested to
|the board that he would be dis-
posed to' submit his resignation

'|fully- and completely to the board
[|if it would make the selection of
iiccessors in both posts casier for|
the group. =00

‘and unanimously with the sugges-
tion that Doctor Gaiser would be
ideally. fitted to.continue as the
full-time president of Clark Col-
lege if that were to his liking and
acceptable to him. He promised to
give the matter consideration. The
board: is delighted .to report that
Docior Gaiser has just this morn-
ing accepted the presidency of the
college and' has resigned as super-
intendent of schools effective
August 31" i

Daniels went on to state that the
;entire board was “delighted that
Doctor Gaiser has made this de-
fclsion." He said it was:the opinion
of the board that the school sys-
tem will continue “even more rap-|

inow on."” ‘
{Points to Growth

“During; his administration,”
Daniels ‘observed, thé college has
grown from one of the'smallest in

lidly to grow in importance from, '

the state. to, we believe, the most
important. During this time it was
the first junior college to become
fully accredited in the state.

“We feel that he will continue
to take a great deal of pleasure in
its continued growth and that he
should, be here. I, myself, have
known a number of times when

other, instifutions have tried to get!|

him away from us but he was faith-
ful to Vancouver.” °

| Doctor Gaiser 1s. well known
both in the Northwest area and na-
tionally. As chief administrator of
the local  junior college, he has
been an 'the accrediting commitiee
of the Northwest Association of
Secondary and Higher Schools, be-
ing a member of the Higher Com-
mission. .

He also is a past president of
that association which is the ac-

crediting organization for second-

avy and high schools including ||

four year colleges and universilies
in the Northwest including Cali-
fornia, Hawaii, Alaska, Oregon,

Washington, Montana, Utah, Ne-|

vadasand Idaho. {
W5 Principal : ’
./ Baul Gaiser came to Vancouver

in 1931 as principal of the Van-
couver High School. He stepped
up to the superintendency three
years later. In 1845 he'accepled
the additional post of president of
Clark College, then having an en-
roliment of 78 students. Today the

total registratiton, including both [

fuli-time and  part-time students
is close to 1,000. y

Twenty years ago the Vancouver
schools had 3,838 students, an ad-
ministrative staff of 119 persons,
{he school budget stood at $242-
497 and school property was valued
at $734,000.

On March 20, Thursday, the

system had an enrollment of 11}
Its- total staff had increased|

to 398 and its budget had risen to|
‘ $2,678,736. Valuation of the prop-

erties was said to be in excess|

of 221 million dollars. :

Was Experienced ]
Doctor Gaiser came to the Van-|

116.

couver district from the University
of Washington where he took

he served as superintendent of
schools at Cheney Wash, in 1926-
40; and from 1923-26 was junior
and senior high sehool principal
at Corvallis. Before going to Cor=-
vallis, Gaiser served as high school
principal in Pullman, Wash., from
1919-23, going there from Reardan,
Wash., where he taught in the high
sehool. Gaiser was a second lieu-
tenant in the field artillery in
' World War L A

In making his decision to re-n
main in Vancouver and accept the |l

presidency of the college, Gaiser
said today that he had deep feel-
ings about servering official econ-

al
year of graduale work ‘in 1930 o |
finish his doctorate. Prior to that||

nection from any branch . of this|

|

school system in which Thave work-
ed for aver two decades.”
Appreciation Told 5

“] want to express my admira-
tion for the devotion fo duty, for
the ability and for the civic sense
of responsibility of the board of
education,” he said. A
. Y7 realize it has been my un-
usual ‘good fortune to have had
throughout my entire tenure in
this school system, without: ex-
ception, board members of excep-
tional caliber, representing the best
citizens ' of this community, who
have exemplified at all times the
highest sense of civic responsibility.

“To the staff of the school sys-
tem I want to express my deep
appreciation for ‘the splendid co-
operation which I have received
at all times,” the school head went
on. “I have been proud to be their
leader in my humble way and shall
continue to be devoted .to them
as a colleague in continuing edu-
cational service for this community
and Southwest Washington.”

It is expected that Dr. Gaiser's
EUCCESSOT. a5 superintendent . will
be decided at the meeting of the
board scheduled for March 25.




