
The All-Washington Academic Team is the qualifying 
step in the competition for nomination to the All-USA 
Academic Team sponsored by Phi Theta Kappa honor 
society, USA Today newspaper, and the American 
Association of Community Colleges. It recognizes 60 
outstanding two-year college students annually from 
around the country. The All-Washington team is made 
up of 68 students representing all 34 technical and 
community colleges in the state. 

2005 was a memorable year for future attorney Mariah 
Acton. She celebrated her 18th birthday, which happened to 
fall on Election Day, by exercising her civic duty. Elections 
officials weren’t sure it was legal. “It turned out, to be 
eligible you had to be 18 on the day of election to vote, and 
I was,” she says with a smile. She maintains a high level of 
academic accomplishment while staying connected with 
the community. As a Clark County Youth Commissioner, 
she makes policy recommendations to Clark County 
Commissioners, Vancouver City Council, and Mayor 
Pollard.

Acton, a Running Start student, made the choice to spend 
much of her last two years of high school at Clark College. 
It’s a decision she is proud of saying, “The courses and the 
college environment have molded my world perspective and 
developed my awareness of the human condition and will 

be an everlasting source of strength in the future.” She stays 
active at Prairie High School as a singles tennis player. 

Sarah Craciun, also a Running Start student, has found 
success in science and math while volunteering for veterans. 
Every Friday afternoon she can be found at the VA Medical 
Center’s In-State Pharmacy, where she packages medications 
for use by patients. Her desire to become a pharmacist 
sprouted at an early age. “My goal is to provide excellent 
heath care to future generations,” she says. Her next step 
towards that dream has been to apply to the University of 
Washington School of Pharmacy.

Craciun feels her studies have prepared her for the road 
ahead. She elaborates saying, “Clark College is the doorway 
to my future. From the first day of college until now, I can say 
that I have been challenged in all sorts of areas and enjoyed 
every moment.” Beyond the classroom, she challenges her 
artistic side by playing the flute in the Philadelphia Church 
Orchestra.

All-Washington Academic Team members receive a 
medallion and $750 in scholarships sponsored by KeyBank 
of Washington and the Northwest Education Loan 
Association (NELA). In addition, Clark College’s honorees 
will be awarded a $500 scholarship from the Clark College 
Foundation. 

Simply the Best

Barbara Davenport can’t imagine doing 
anything but working with people, 
and that’s exactly what she does in 

her role as Credentials Evaluator for Health 
Occupations Programs. In helping students 
ascertain what they need in order to be eligible 
for nursing and dental hygiene degrees, or 
pharmacy tech, EMT, and phlebotomy 
certificates, her first thought is to make 
students feel comfortable. She then guides 
them through the complicated steps of being 
successful in the health occupation fields. A political science major with her sights set on Harvard Law School and a 

chemistry tutor and future doctor of pharmacy represent Clark College on the 
2006 All-Washington Academic Team. Mariah Acton of Vancouver and Sarah 
Craciun of Brush Prairie will be honored for their academic achievement and 
community involvement at a ceremony on March 2 in Olympia.

A Scholarly Duo
Above from left to 
right: Mariah Action 
and Sarah Craciun find 
time to study between 
classes and volunteer 
activities.

Davenport was a student at Clark College, became a peer 
advisor and worked her way up to her present position. “I enjoy 
the job I do. The opportunity to assist students in making 
positive steps toward their future is really rewarding,” she 
said. In addition to moving students closer to their goals, one 
instructor noted that Barbara Davenport’s “smile is indicative 
of her inner spirit. She’s unfailingly positive and supportive to 
students.”

Davenport is regularly involved in campus activities and her 
work ethic and sensitivity serve as a role model for other 
staff members. “I was truly stunned” at being recognized for 
excellent service to Clark College, she said. “I was honored that 
people thought I did such a good job for them. I try to do the 
best I can.”

An Instructional Technician II in the Business Administration 
Division, Jeanette Steinmueller spends countless hours tutoring 
accounting students, often juggling up to 25 at once in the 
Tutoring Center. With a certificate in accounting, credentials 
as a CPA, and tax accounting experience in a large insurance 
company, Steinmueller displays a thorough understanding of 
her subject matter, as well as the patience and willingness to 
provide exceptional service to the students of Clark College.

Without being asked, she prepares handouts to shed light on 
what one student termed “the thornier issues.” “If it weren’t for 
her, I don’t think I would have made it,” another student said.

Steinmueller has been at Clark College almost eight years and 
in that time has developed exceptional technical and computer 
skills, as well as an organized and systematic approach to 
tutoring. Her supervisor, Stephen Walsh, said, “Her diligence 
and people skills have contributed greatly to the completion 
rate in our accounting and business math classes. The students 
come to class raving about her.”

“I am excited, honored and overwhelmed to have received 
this award,” Jeanette said. “I feel privileged.” She added, “I love 
interacting with students on a daily basis. I go home feeling like 
I’ve made a positive difference in people’s lives.” 

Barbara Davenport (top) and Jeanette Steinmueller bring service 
to students to new heights of excellence.
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