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Board of Trustee Work Session Packet, October 25, at 3:30 PM 

I. Call to Order/Agenda Review – Chair Canseco Juarez

II. Public Comment – Chair Canseco Juarez
Public comment will be limited to two minutes each.

III. Clark College Student Life Overview
Presented by Director of Student Life Sarah Gruhler

IV. Artificial Intelligence (AI) Overview
Presented by Computer Technology Faculty Bruce Elgort

V. Adjournment – Chair Canseco Juarez



STUDENT LIFE

WELCOME TO 
CLARK COLLEGE!

presented by:



JOIN A CLUB OR 
PROGRAM

PLAY A SPORT

SERVE ON A 
COMMITEE VOLUNTEER

ACT IN A PLAY 
(OR WATCH ONE) ATTEND AN EVENT

BECOME INVOLVED TO BOOST YOUR 
EXPERIENCE!

Pe ng u ins  Un ite !
There are many ways to become involved on campus...



Strategic Plan Connection: 
Equit able St udent  Exper ience

PRIORITY 4:
Belonging

Create an environment 
where students feel 

welcomed, supported, 
represented, and a 
sense-of-belonging.

PRIORITY 2:
Access

Partner to remove 
barriers and provide 

inclusive support 
to increase 

student success. 



 Current data is self-report from clubs and programs – 
Submitted using Club/Program Activity Report Forms

 Penguin Pantry demographics pulled from online sign-up

 Future data gathering opportunities: 
 Student Belonging Survey and 
 ID/other technology to track specific attendance

Student Life Data



Club  a re  re tu rn ing !

• Number of clubs has tripled since fall 2020
(4 vs. 14 at end of last year)
 

• Currently about half of pre-Covid numbers (14 
vs. previous 29)

Clubs– St udent  Init ia t ed & Run 



Clubs
ACES

ASL

Aut hor ’s Associat ion

Campus Cr usade

Cinema Club

Comput er  Science

Dance

Gaming Club

Healt h Inf or mat ion

Int er nat ional 

Japanese 

Just ice Impact ed

Kor ean

Mechat r onics

Philosophy

Spanish

Sw ing

Theat r e

Vet er ans



Stud e n t  Id e n t ity  Gro up s

Part of 
Mult icult ur a l 
St udent  Af f a ir s 
Pr ogr am



  33 current programs
     
     Approximately 45% decrease in student 
     participation since COVID

NOTE: 50% less offerings due to previous 
        restrictions 

Pr ogr ams- Advisor  Init ia t ed & Run



S&A Funded Programs
Activities Programming

Board
Aerospace & Robotics

Archer Gallery
Athletics

Child & Family Studies
Clark Art Talks

Club Service Funds
Columbia Writers Series

Counseling & Health

Student IDs
Fitness Center Passes

Iceberg
Instrumental Music

Intramurals
Model United Nations
Multicultural Student 

Affairs
Orchestra
Pep Band

Phi Theta Kappa
Phoenix
SADHA

STEM-NERD Girls
Student Ambassadors
Student Government

Student Life
The Swift
Theatre

Vocal Music



Join a 
commit t ee! 

• The re  a re 53 Co lle g e , Te nure  a nd  Ad v iso ry  Co mmit te e s  in  

ne e d  o f s tud e n t  re p re se n ta t io n  

• A to ta l o f 6 9  s tud e n t  re p re se n ta t ive s  ha ve  b e e n  

re q ue s te d -to -d a te

• We  ha ve  12 s tud e n ts  tha t  ha ve  b e e n  p la ce d ; 25 tha t  ha ve  

a p p lie d  (a lmo s t  d o ub le  la s t  ye a r’s  a p p lica n ts . 

https://www.clark.edu/campus-life/student-life/ascc/ascc-committees.php


ASCC: PAINT A 
PUMPKIN 

C OMPETITION!
TUESDAY, OC TOBER 17TH

10 AM-12PM
LOC ATION: HANNA HALL

HOT C HOC OLATE, C OFFEE, APPLE 
C IDER, 

C ANDY & SNAC KS...

ASC C  WILL VOTE ON THE BEST 
PUMPKIN. WINNER WILL REC IEVE A 
GIFT C ARD TO THE HANNA HALL 

C AFE



APB 
EVENTS



Awesome Perks!

DISCOUNTED FITNESS CENTER PASSES
AVAILABLE IN THE CASHIER’S OFFICE

PENGUIN PANTRY: SIGN UP FOR 
MONTHLY FOOD BOXES ONLINE @ 

MyClark@Clark

FREE BUSS PASS & STUDENT ID 
AVAILABLE IN THE BOOKSTORE

FREE LOCKERS AVAILABLE: SIGN UP 
ONLINE OR AT STUDENT LIFE-PUB 160



Penguin Pantry
• Celebrating 6 years of service this November

• Since moving to drive-thru services in 2020, 
the Penguin Pantry has served 1,413 individual 
students. 

• Average of 450 students & 30,000 lbs./year 

 

https://www.clark.edu/campus-life/student-life/ascc/ascc-committees.php


59%  White
20%  Multiracial or other race
  9%  Asian
  8%  Latinx
  2%  Black/African American
  1%   Hawaiian, Pacific Islander
  1%   Native American (American Indian or Alaskan Native) 

Penguin Pantry 
St udent  Demogr aphics



Pe ng u in  Pa n t ry  Da shb o a rd

Still in the works!

https://tableau.sbctc.edu/t/ClarkCollege/views/PenguinPantryUseOverTime/USEOVERTIME?:showAppBanner=false&:display_count=n&:showVizHome=n&:origin=viz_share_link
https://tableau.sbctc.edu/t/ClarkCollege/views/PenguinPantryUseOverTime/USEOVERTIME?:showAppBanner=false&:display_count=n&:showVizHome=n&:origin=viz_share_link


So cia ls
• Ins ta g ra m: 

@clarkstudents
• Fa ce b o o k : Clark 

College Student Life
• Tik To k : 

@clarkcollegeascc



AI in Higher Education

Bruce Elgort 
Clark College 
Tenured Professor 
Computer Technology

Bruce ElgortOctober 25, 2023





November 30, 2022 

OpenAI releases ChatGPT to 
the world



AI is not new…

1950 - Alan Turing developed the 
Turing Test 

Isaac Asimov proposes the three 
laws of robotics



AI is not new…

1951 - The first AI program was 
written 

1955 - The first self learning game 
playing program was written



AI is not new…

1959 - MIT AI lab was set up 

1961 - The first robot was 
introduced into General Motors 
assembly line



AI is not new…

1964 - First program developed to 
understand natural language 

1965 - First chatbot named “Eliza” 
was invented



AI is not new…

1974 - The first autonomous 
vehicle was created at Stanford’s 
AI lab



AI is not new…

1989 - Carnegie Mellon creates 
first autonomous vehicle using a 
neural network



AI is not new…

1997 - IBM’s Deep Blue beats 
Gary Kasparov at chess



AI is not new…

1999 - Sony introduces Aibo the 
robotic pet 

MIT’s AI Lab demonstrates first 
emotional AI  



AI is not new…

2004 - Defense Advanced Research 
Projects Agency introduces first 
autonomous vehicle challenge 



AI is not new…

2009 - Google starts building a self-
driving car 

2010 - Narrative Sciences AI 
demonstrates the ability to write reports



AI is not new…

2011 - IBM Watson Beats 
Jeopardy Champions 

Siri, Google Now and Cortana 
become mainstream



AI is not new…

2015 - OpenAI receives one 
billion dollar donation 

2016 - Google’s DeepMind 
AlphaGo defeats Go champions



AI is not new…

2016 - Stanford issues the AI 100 
Report 

UC Berkley launches the Center for 
Human Compatible Artificial Intelligence



AI is not new
The advances being made are 
increasing at an exponential pace 

Leveraging computing power, 
communications infrastructure, and a 
plethora of digital data



Terms of Art
AI - Artificial Intelligence 
GPT - Generative Pre-Training Transformer 
LLM - Large Language Model 
Prompt - Refers to the input provided to 
the model to generate a response



Let’s me explain a bit about 
ChatGPT using some 
analogies…



Moonlight 
The moon does not have 
light; it reflects light from 
the sun. Generative AI 
reflects things from 
humans collected on the 
web. How can students 
shine and demonstrate 
their knowledge if they 
only borrow moonlight?



Mirror 
Generative AI is like a 
mirror, a cloudy mirror of 
the contents of the web. 
The web has lots of both 
good and bad data. Are 
students able to see 
'themselves' through this 
mirror?



A brain without a mind
It's a brain without a mind. 
It does not have a sensory 
system, it does not have 
consciousness, it doesn't 
have experiences or suffer 
from consequences



ChatGPT is excellent at 
language, but language is 
only one part of the 
definition of intelligence.



AI Courses at Clark

CSE 280 - Introduction to Machine 
Learning (since 2021) 

CTEC 270 - Emerging Technologies 
(since 2019) 











Group Assignment in CTEC 121 Intro to Programming and Problem Solving



Demonstration 

How students are using AI in CTEC 121 
Intro to Programming and Problem 
Solving



Clark faculty and staff shared 
their experiences with AI

June 1, 2023: Adjunct Faculty Conversation – Discussing 
AI and Learning in the College Classroom (70+ attendees) 

September 19, 2023: AI and Learning in the Classroom - 
Continuing to Explore Artificial Intelligence's Role in our 
Teaching and Learning (90+ attendees) 



Thoughts about AI from 
around the college
“I am okay with students using AI to proofread and even to help construct 
statements/narratives. If there is a tool that will help you to convey your ideas 
well, I encourage you to use it if you would like. You will do a lot of reflection in 
this class and the ideas and concepts you share should be yours alone. 
Because this class is about you and your wellness, applications to and 
examples from your own life should be provided by you, not generated by a 
computer. If you are engaging in reflection on your own experiences and using 
AI as a tool to help you express those ideas, you will be doing the thinking and 
AI can help you with the composition of your thoughts. That is acceptable and 
still allows learning to occur. Please be cautious of your use of AI and ensure 
that you are promoting your own growth and development.”  



Thoughts about AI from 
around the college

“I don’t have anything in my syllabi, but I do 
have an assignment where the students have 
to use ChatGPT which includes how to add 
the reference when they have used it.”



Thoughts about AI from 
around the college

“No AI-specific info added to syllabi in our 
departments classes.”



Thoughts about AI from 
around the college

“As our division does not currently have AI-
specific information that we ask/tell all of our 
instructors to put in their syllabi.  I’m not sure 
if individual instructors within our division/
department have put that sort of information 
in their individual syllabi.”



Thoughts about AI from 
around the college

“I expect that all work students submit for this course will be their own. 
In instances when collaborative work is assigned, the assignment should 
list all team members who participated. The use of ChatGPT, Google 
Bard, or any other generative artificial intelligence (AI) tools at all stages 
of the work process, including preliminary ones such as creating drafts, 
generating ideas, etc., are not allowed. Violations of this policy will be 
considered academic dishonesty. Note that different classes at Clark 
could implement different AI policies, and it is your responsibility to 
understand the expectations for each course.”



Thoughts about AI from 
around the college

“I’m teaching DMA 101: Photoshop this quarter (2 
classes).  I had the class explore Generative AI in our 
very first class.  (There’s no escaping it in Photoshop – 
as it’s a constant bar that floats over the workspace 
that you have to turn off on each use – unless you want 
it “floating” there.)”



Thoughts about AI from 
around the college

“For our second assignment we give students a number of 
photographs that they will color correct, or clean-up the imagery 
(i.e., remove imperfections, etc.).  There are a couple of photos 
where students are asked to fill in imagery using (a combination 
of) the healing brush tool, content aware patch, and clone stamp.  
These are all tools that still exist.  However, a lot can now be done 
with a simple lasso tool and using the Contextual AI tool to 
remove or clone the imagery.”



Challenges for 
Higher Education



We were not prepared for AI. We reacted. 
And here I am in front of the Board of 
Trustees talking about it. 😃 

Generative AI technology is moving faster 
than higher ed can respond through 
policies.



An opportunity to rethink about how we 
do assessment. 

What matters in learning is not the 
destination, but the journey. We use 
proxies to assess whether or not 
someone has learned (quizzes, tests, 
etc.). AI and plagiarism short-circuit this 
learning jounrey.



AI is here to stay within society. 

Create innovative ways to make the best 
of the tools that we now have. 

Understanding that the goal of AI 
creators is to make them even more 
human-like.



It's now an opportunity for us to re-think 
what is we are teaching our students. A 
society where ChatGPT works. 

Dare I say, let's rethink the learning 
outcomes. We don't want to outsource 
them to Generative AI.



And lastly… 

Critical thinking and being taught how to 
think critically is now more important 
than ever.



❓Questions

🗣 Feedback

💡Answers



Thank you

Bruce Elgort
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