
 
 
 

WHAT IS A PRIMARY  
RESEARCH ARTICLE? 

 
 

 
 

Primary Research Articles are the first-published reports of original research. Primary articles are 
published in scholarly journals (which are also called  Research Journals, Peer-Reviewed Journals, or 
Refereed Journals). But beware: not every article in a scholarly journal is a primary article!  
Here are the  distinguishing characteristics of primary articles in scholarly journals: 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  

BONUS! 

Looked for a section 
labeled “Methods,” 
“Materials,” or 
“Experimental 
Procedures.” 

The Results 
section will 
provide the data 
in tables, charts, 
graphs, etc.Articles use the language of the 

discipline covered.  The main 
audience is other scholars. 

Scholars always cite their sources. Look 
for “Literature Cited,” “Bibliography,” 
“Sources,” “Notes,” etc.

Articles will likely start 
with an abstract, or a 
summary, of the 
research. The abstract is 
a good place to acquire 
keywords! 

Articles are written by 
scholars, and the 
credentials are provided. 
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